
 

English 103, section 15 
“Network Literacy, Slacktivism, and Community” 

Tuesday / Thursday 2:15-3:40 p.m. 
 

 
“Computer interfaces [are] those primary representations of computer systems or programs 

that show up on screens. … Within the virtual space represented by these interfaces, and 
elsewhere within computer systems, the values of our culture—ideological, political, 

economic, educational—are mapped both implicitly and explicitly, constituting a complex 
set of material relations among culture, technology, and technology users.” 

 
—Cynthia L. Selfe & Richard J. Selfe, Jr., “The Politics of the Interface” 

 
 
Instructor: Margaret Price 
 
Email: price.spelman@gmail.com 
 
Phone: (404) 270-5579 
 
Office location: Cosby 308 
 
Best way to contact: Use my gmail. Your message should have an informative subject line 
 (“Hi Dr. Price” or “Question from [your name]” is not informative). 
 
Office hours: Tuesday and Thursday, 11 a.m.-2 p.m., and by appointment. The only 

exceptions to these hours are the first and third Tuesday of each month 
between 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m., when I have faculty meetings. 

 
Catalogue Description 
 
First-Year Composition provides opportunities for the student to develop and exercise critical 
thinking, primarily through writing and research. Course emphasizes comparison/contrast, 
argumentation and working with sources. 
 
Prerequisites and Satisfactions 
 
There are no prerequisites for this course. English 103 is required of all students and must be 
completed with a grade of “C” or higher. Along with the submission of a satisfactory First-Year 
Writing Portfolio, English 103 satisfies the core requirement in English.  
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Course Rationale 
 
What are my thoughts on one, 
or a few, of these questions? 

What is “network literacy,” and how is each of us involved in it? 
What’s going on when we tweet, update our Facebook statuses, 
watch reality television, flip past ads in magazines, search for 
resources on the Spelman College web site, or consult Wikipedia? 
When are we “communicating,” when are we buying and selling, 
how is our privacy or our publicity regulated, and how can we even 
tell the difference? And how do all these factors intersect with your 
ability as a Black woman to compose the world in which you live, 
speak, and write? What actions do you want to take as a writer in 
the 21st century / Web 2.0 world? 

  
These questions will guide the exploration of our course theme, 
“Network Literacy, Slacktivism, and Community.” In summary, 
we’ll focus on the following: What does each of us already know 
about writing and its relationship to 21st century technologies? 
How can each of us re-examine and re-think her knowledge? How 
might we use writing to intervene in situations that we believe call 
for positive change? 

What do I understand “stance” 
to mean? 

 
Exploring these questions will enable us to think more deeply about 
our own positions, others’ positions, and how those positions are 
shaped by our own experience and the context of the world we live 
in. This is a process called “critical thinking.” Critical thinking 
enables you to recognize, revise, and support your own stances on 
various issues of importance to you, and also allows you to gain 
more insight into how your stances compare to those of others. In 
addition, it allows you to identify situations in which you want to 
work toward change. 

What do I think about being an 
active responder as well as an 
active writer?? 

 
Our day-to-day work will include various approaches to thinking 
and writing critically. Your own work as a listener, reader and 
responder will be central. By considering and responding to others’ 
ideas, you’ll revise your own ideas and communicate that process 
of thought through writing. Projects will include informal exercises, 
both in-class and take-home; peer responses; reflective writings 
about your developing work; discussions; formal essays, each 
written in several drafts. 

What do I think about my own 
identity as a writer at this time? 

 
Overall, I hope you’ll come out of this course with greater insight 
into your own identity as a writer: what writing means to you, how 
it pertains to your own individual goals and preferences, and how to 
use it to develop through your academic career. 
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Course Objectives 
 
On the basis of assigned readings, class discussions, writing assignments, and revisions, students 
should complete this course with the ability to do all of the following: 

• Develop, express, and revise a critical claim, stance, or conclusion on a question or issue 
(also known as thesis-building).  

• Identify and engage other critical claims, stances or conclusions as a means to further 
developing and understanding their own. 

• Demonstrate critical engagement with a variety of texts that may be print and/or 
multimedia. 

• Demonstrate the ability to practice writing as a craft and a process that entails substantial 
revision through multiple drafts. 

• Demonstrate awareness of the contexts of academic writing: audience, purpose, structure, 
style and rhetorical modes. 

• Identify and evaluate appropriate research sources, integrate relevant findings, and 
document accurately. 

• Produce polished final drafts with accurate copyediting, including grammar, spelling, 
syntax, usage, punctuation, and citation. 

• Demonstrate a clear command of oral expression in English, with competent delivery 
according to purpose and audience. 

 
Required Texts and Materials 
 

• A coursepack (see course schedule) of articles and book excerpts. Readings will be 
downloaded from the Woodruff Library’s online databases, from the (publicly available) 
World Wide Web, or provided in PDF form. All readings and assignments must be 
printed out unless otherwise specified in class. 

• A notebook in which to keep all paper materials from the course. Establish a system that 
allows you to pick out any piece of writing, or any handout, within a few seconds. You 
must have paper copies of the course syllabus, all handouts, and all assignments. 

• Manila folders (three or four). You’ll use these to turn in your essays. 
• Access to the library’s website and databases via a remote sign-in account; access to 

Moodle. Ensure that these accounts are set up from the first day of class. 
 
Required Writing 
 

• Three extended writing assignments, of varying genres, which we will collectively refer 
to as “essays” or “projects.” These assignments will increase in complexity as the 
semester goes on. Each time you turn in an essay, it must be accompanied by all previous 
drafts and by all peer and teacher response.  

• Shorter written assignments, some completed in class and some at home. These will 
include reflections, short investigations, text preps, and peer responses. 

• A fourth-hour project in which you live-Tweet two college events, using guidelines from 
Sage Publications; create an archive of your Tweets; and write a reflection afterward on 
your experience of live-tweeting for analytical purposes. 
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Fourth-Hour Project 
 
This project asks you to explore and test your skills in social media communication. To fulfill the 
fourth-hour project requirement, you must attend at least two College events. Note that the 
events you attend must be academic in nature (for example, lectures, workshops, or gallery 
talks). During and after each event, you must live-Tweet what you observe, as well as your 
analytical or reflective responses to the event. Follow the guidelines provided by Sage 
Publications (http://connection.sagepub.com/blog/2013/01/08/how-to-live-tweet-at-an-academic-
event/) for effective live-tweeting. As a ballpark figure, assume you should send at least 10 
tweets during a one-hour event. (If you do not have a Twitter account, write your “Tweets” in an 
electronic document. Do not exceed 140 characters per “Tweet.”) After each event, collect your 
Tweets in one place (either by copying and pasting them into a Word document, or by creating a 
Storify or other archive) and add a reflection of at least 250 words in which you discuss the 
experience of attempting to Tweet meaningfully and informatively during an event. Your second 
reflection should comment on what seemed different on your second try—if anything. To turn in 
this project, collect everything into one Word document (Tweets and reflections), convert the 
document to PDF format, and turn in via Moodle. Due no later than 5 p.m. on Wednesday, 
December 11th.  
 
Accommodations, Disabilities, and Academic Support 
 
Spelman College is committed to ensuring the full participation of all students in its programs. If 
you have a documented disability (or think you may have a disability) and, as a result, need a 
reasonable accommodation to participate in this class, complete course requirements, or benefit 
from the College’s programs or services, contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) as soon 
as possible. To receive any academic accommodation, you must be appropriately registered with 
ODS. The ODS works with students confidentially and does not disclose any disability-related 
information without their permission. The ODS serves as a clearinghouse on disability issues and 
works in partnership with faculty and all other student service offices. For further information 
about services for students with disabilities, please contact the ODS at (404) 270-5289 (voice), 
located in MacVicar Hall, Room 106. 
 
I assume that all of us learn in different ways, and that the organization of any course will 
accommodate each student differently. For example, you may prefer to process information by 
speaking and listening, so that some of the written handouts I provide may be difficult to absorb. 
Please talk to me as soon as you can about your individual learning needs and how this course 
can best accommodate them. If you do not have a documented disability, remember that other 
support services, including the Writing Center and the Learning Resources Center, are available 
to all students.  
 
Plagiarism and Academic Honesty 
 
At the heart of Spelman College’s mission is academic excellence, along with the development 
of intellectual, ethical, and leadership qualities. These goals can flourish only in an institutional 
environment where every member of the College affirms honesty, trust, and mutual respect. All 
members of the academic community of Spelman College are expected to understand and follow 
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the basic standards of honesty and integrity, upholding a commitment to high ethical standards. 
Students are expected to read and abide by the Spelman College Code of Conduct (see the 
current Spelman College Student Handbook) and are expected to behave as mature and 
responsible members of the Spelman College academic community. Students are expected to 
follow ethical standards in their personal conduct and in their behavior towards other members of 
the community. They are expected to observe basic honesty in their work, words, ideas, and 
actions. Failure to do so is a violation of the Spelman College Academic Integrity Policy. 
Violators will be subject to the sanctions outlined in the Spelman College Bulletin. 
 
A rhetorical note about plagiarism: All academic writers use ideas, words, and short passages 
from others in their own writing. Reference and citation are required parts of academic writing. 
Material from outside sources, whether quoted, paraphrased, summarized, or simply referred to, 
must always be accompanied by acknowledgement of the source. Failure to acknowledge the 
contributions of others’ words or ideas to your work is plagiarism. Understanding what 
plagiarism is and how attribution works can be complicated, so be sure to ask as many questions 
as you need to. I strongly encourage you to read the full Academic Integrity Policy 
(http://www.spelman.edu/academics/catalog/catalog2007/academicintegritypolicy.html) and 
come to me with any questions you may have. 
 
Work From Other Classes 
 
Within the category of “academic honesty” comes the issue of submitting any work which 
has/will be submitted to fulfill another academic requirement. This practice, identified in the 
College’s Academic Integrity Policy as “multiple submissions,” is a violation of academic 
honesty. However, I realize that—like most authors—you may find yourself returning to sources 
you’ve read previously, or topics that you’ve found compelling in the past. For example, you 
may wish to include a reading from another class in your research for an essay, or you may wish 
to re-visit a topic that you’ve already discussed in a current or previous class. If this is the case, 
you must discuss the situation with me before work on the project begins. Failure to do so will be 
considered a violation of academic honesty and subject to appropriate penalties. 
 
Attendance 
 
Our English 103 class is interactive and discussion-based. Without each member’s presence and 
active participation, the class doesn’t work. Therefore, attendance, preparedness and 
participation are required. Please be aware of these specific requirements: 

• You may miss two classes without penalty. These “free” absences are intended to 
accommodate for unpredictable circumstances, such as illness, so try not to use them 
early in the semester. Being sick does not entitle you to extra “free” absences. Whether or 
not any additional absences will be excused must be discussed with me individually.  

• You will be considered absent if you are unprepared for class or miss a substantial 
portion (15 minutes or more) of any class meeting. 

• Missing a scheduled conference also counts as an absence. 
• Absences beyond the two “free” ones will pull down your final grade at the rate of one 

grade level for every additional absence. For example, a total of four absences (two 
“free” and two not) at the end of the semester would make a “B plus” into a “B minus.”  
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• Tardiness affects your attendance record as well: every three tardies equals one absence. 
You are responsible for keeping track of your own attendance record, but you’re 
welcome to check your records with me any time.  

• If you will be absent from class for a full week or more, or need to discuss other issues 
regarding attendance, contact the office of the Dean of Students. 

 
Punctuality 
 
Being prepared includes having the work due that day in hand at the beginning of class. I cannot 
accept late work unless you’ve arranged for an extension ahead of time, or in extraordinary 
circumstances (to be determined on a case-by-case basis). If you find yourself beginning to fall 
behind, see me right away. I’ll work with you to help you get back on track.  
 
Grading 
 
When responding to classmates’ writing, use the following criteria. I will do the same when 
responding and assigning grades. These guidelines hold for all assignments, including short 
writes, longer writes, reflections, and responses. Note that when I use the word appropriate in 
this list, I mean “appropriate to the rhetorical situation (purpose, audience, and context).”  
 
An excellent piece of writing must: 
 

• Communicate a clear purpose appropriate to the assignment and audience. If driven by a 
thesis, the thesis should be clear, precise, arguable and complex. 

• Provide thorough evidence to support the composition’s purpose, including not only facts 
or quotes, but also careful explanations of why that evidence is significant. 

• Correctly cite all sources, including those given out in class. (Note that if citation is 
seriously flawed, the entire assignment may receive a failing grade.) 

• Integrate sources smoothly and clearly. 
• Acknowledge and discuss the complexity of the topic at hand, and provide clear 

explanations appropriate to the audience’s needs. 
• Use precise language to deepen descriptions and sharpen analyses. Avoid clichés, word 

packages and inappropriate registers (i.e., too formal or too informal). 
• Establish and adhere to a purposeful structure. 
• Deliver in a professional style, with appropriate design, usability, and copy-editing. 

 
All course requirements must be met in order to receive credit for this course. In addition, 
remember that overarching criteria such as attendance, punctuality, and preparedness will affect 
your final grade. The maximum number of points you can earn is 100. 
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Point Allotments 
 

Essay 1 ...............................................................................................................................16 
Project 2 .............................................................................................................................16 
Essay 3 ...............................................................................................................................16 
Exercises (text preps, activities, peer responses) ...............................................................30 
Fourth-hour project  ...........................................................................................................16 
Overall participation / initiative (to be awarded at end of semester) ...................................6 

 
Letter Grade Equivalencies 
 

A ................................................................................................................................. 96-100 
A— ............................................................................................................................... 92-95 
B+ ................................................................................................................................. 88-91 
B ................................................................................................................................... 84-87 
B— ............................................................................................................................... 80-83 
C+ ................................................................................................................................. 76-79 
C ................................................................................................................................... 72-75 
C— ............................................................................................................................... 68-71 
D+ ................................................................................................................................ 64-67 
D ................................................................................................................................... 60-63 
F ..................................................................................................................................... 0-59 
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Course Schedule 
 

Detailed assignment guidelines will be shared well in advance of each assignment. You are 
responsible for attending class, checking Moodle regularly, and checking your Spelman email 
regularly, in order to ensure you have full and up-to-date information about each assignment. 
 
Readings marked with this symbol (Æ) will be provided by Dr. Price via Moodle. All other 
readings must be downloaded by you. In some cases this will require use of the library’s 
periodical databases; ensure that your library account (including remote access) is up to date.  
 
 
 Notes 

 
August 22-29 
 
Theme/Question: What does “critical reading” mean, and how 
do you do it? 
 
Reading: Selfe, Cynthia L. & Richard J. Selfe, Jr. “The Politics 
of the Interface: Power and Its Exercise in Electronic Contact 
Zones.” College Composition and Communication 45.4 
(1994): 480-504. 
 
Exercise: Annotation / Text Prep. 
 

 

September 3-26 
 
Theme/Question: What does it mean to be a user of devices 
such as smartphones, tablets and laptops—that is, to be 
“always on”? 
 
Æ Reading: Turkle, Sherry. Alone Together: Why We Expect 
More from Technology and Less from Each Other. New York: 
Basic Books, 2011. 
 
Exercise: Four Hours Off. 
 
Essay 1: Midprocess draft due Sept. 17; final draft due Sept. 
26. 
 

 

October 1-31 
 
Theme/Question: What is the “gap” in knowledge about 
internet activism (“slacktivism”)? Note that the gap you 
identify will form the basis of your thesis for Essay 3. 
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Reading: Morozov, Evgeny. “The Brave New World of 
Slacktivism.” Foreign Policy. 19 May 2009. Web. 26 Aug. 
2010. 
 
Æ Reading: Gladwell, Malcolm. “Small Change: Why the 
Revolution Will Not Be Tweeted.” New Yorker. Oct. 4, 2010. 
42-49. 
 
Reading: Kang, Jiyeon. “A Volatile Public: The 2009 Whole 
Foods Boycott on Facebook.” Journal of Broadcasting & 
Electronic Media 56.4 (2012): 562-577. 
 
Reading: Kelly, Heather. “Zimmerman Book Dies After 
Twitter Campaign.” CNN.com. 17 July 2013. 
 
Project 2, Research Report: Midprocess draft due Oct. 17; 
final draft due Oct. 31. 
 
 
November 5-December 3 
 
During this final unit of the semester, you will return to the gap 
/ question that you discovered through your independent 
research in Project 2 (Research Report). Beginning from that 
gap / question, you will build a thesis and develop an 
argumentative essay that responds to your question or helps fill 
the gap in knowledge. Our focus will be on advanced writing 
skills including integration of multiple scholarly sources. 
 
Essay 3: Midprocess draft due Nov. 12; final draft due Dec. 3. 
 

 
 

Exam Week 
 
Fourth hour project: Due via Moodle by 5 p.m. on Dec. 11. 
 

 

 
 
 
 


