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The author’s choices in the presentation of  her argu-

ment make her statement very authentic. The use of  a 

home-made statement essentially telling her life story, 

the use of  red permanent marker, and even the picture 

location choice are all deliberate, because they send a 

stronger message to the reader than if  it were more 

polished and professional. 

 

“3 generations of poverty “ 

“She is a single mother, with multi-

ple untreated health problems.” 

“We lost the house and the store.”  

“...no time for school, which 

I can’t afford anyways” 

The author chooses to take an autobiographical approach in her argument to display the 

struggles of the 99% now, and as far back as three generations before. The tone of the story 

is intended to make the reader come to action and help the people of the Occupy movement 

demand a change from the government for better benefits for the middle class and poor. 

Many of the stories concern the author in situations which she is trying to better herself either 

through education or work, but a flaw in the “system” prevented her from achieving her goals.  

“MY POCKETS ARE EMPTY.”  

“If my government would let me 

marry the woman I LOVE…” 

“My whole life, I have lived 

paycheck to paycheck” 

I AM THE 99% SO ARE YOU! 

Emotional appeals are a large 

part of the argument. The author 

describes times of extreme hard-

ship and poverty to appeal to the 

emotions of the reader. The argu-

ment is written in clear sentences 

and ideas are organized, which 

appeal to logos.  

The facts, reasoning, and evi-

dence in the argument are all 

pulled from the author’s life story 

and the stories of her family going 

back three generations. They are 

presented chronologically and in 

an organized manner, displaying 

that the author took time and effort 

to create an argument to make an 

impact.  

The argument is organized in to an oversized paragraph on several pieces of white 

paper, and written on with red permanent marker in all capital letters. Especially per-

tinent issues are underlined and written in larger script. All of the choices in the me-

dia of the argument serve a purpose, and the simple combination of a pen on paper 

that makes a strong statement. They reflect on the simple means of the author, and 

suggest that she may not have access to other materials such as a computer, word 

processor, or printer to create her argument perhaps because  she did not have ac-

cess to higher education.  

However, the author’s lack of higher education is not apparent in her argument. It is arranged 

in a coherent manner, and the deliberate use of red reminds the reader of the significance of 

the 99% issue. The language is Standard English without any use of colloquialism to lose 

credibility. The style is chronological; the argument begins with the authors’ ancestors, moves 

to her mother’s experience, to her own childhood, and then to her current day to day experi-

ences. The stories of struggle for three generations persuade the reader to believe that these 

people are hardworking Americans, but because of the American capitalist society, have nev-

er been able to escape poverty or move up from the lower class.  

I WANT TO HAVE HOPE 

I WANT TO  HELP MY FAMILY.   

I WANT TO STOP THE CYCLE. 
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The picture of the argument is taken in the author’s bathroom, as one 

can see the toilet in the background. She does not show her face in 

the picture, but one can deduce her economic situation from the way 

she presents herself, and objects in the background. Her clothing 

does not imply that she works in a professional environment, and be-

cause visible tattoos are typically frowned upon when working in a 

professional environment (and although just one tattoo is shown, she 

may have many others), one could assume she does not necessarily 

have a professional job.. However, there are many lucrative jobs in 

more creative fields, so simply judging off of appearance would not be 

intelligent.  

“Until I am 25, I will have to pay 

for education out of pocket” 

“I am working off my mother’s debt, 

who is trapped underneath her stu-

dent loans and her parents debt” 

Therefore, because the author is describing her lower class status 

and she the image that she posts on the internet gives one the justifi-

cation to assume she is of a poor background, because of her back-

ground and personal appearance, the writer’s ethos is heightened and 

her argument is more trustworthy.  

The surrounding environment with chipped paint and 

exposed plumbing are additional indicators that the 

author does not live in a particularly affluent environ-

ment, although, one cannot completely judge from 

just the surroundings.  


