
The use of humor in this contribution to the “We Are the 99 Percent” Tumblr 

page encourages the reader to feel compassion and empathy for the author. The 

author illustrates hardships while maintaining a slightly wry attitude; this makes 

her argument more convincing than other images on the Tumblr, which are 

more overt in their appeals to pathos. 

In what context is this argument being made? 

This argument was made in support of the Occupy Wall Street movement; this was a large social movement that began 

following the bank bailouts made by the government. Socially, this situation created a tense environment and caused people to 

protest peacefully by staging modern day “sit-ins”; camping outside of powerful political and economic landmarks in cities across 

America. This argument was posted on the Tubmlr page entitled: “We Are the 99 Percent”; their description of their purpose 

states: 

“We are the 99 percent. We are getting kicked out of our homes. We are forced to choose between groceries and rent. We are denied quality 

medical care. We are suffering from environmental pollution. We are working long hours for little pay and no rights, if we're working at all. We 

are getting nothing while the other 1 percent is getting everything. We are the 99 percent.” 

This argument is intended to support the sentiment expressed by the Tumblr page, as well as the Occupy movement as a 

whole. The argument serves the interests of those with similar opinions, who are protesting the bank bailouts and against vast 

inequalities and disparities between the rich and poor in America.  

The creator of this argument benefits by having a forum in which to voice her opinion openly and freely; without fear of 

being reprimanded for her expression.  

Why? What is the purpose? 

 This argument’s purpose is to inform people of the struggles that many Americans are faced with on a daily basis. The 

creator of this argument shared her personal story and facts of her specific situation in regards to her finances and her health. 

This argument strives to inform and affect the decisions made by the government to improve the quality of life for citizens with 

similar situation.  

 This argument is intended to convince the reader that she is a part of the 99 percent, and that her troubles deserve 

attention and should be acknowledged. The creator of this argument wants the reader to feel emotionally sympathetic for her, 

and in turn, translate that into action that will support the movement she is championing. 

What type of argument is this? 

 This argument is in a form known as an Internet meme. An Internet meme is an idea; behavior, style or usage that spreads 

from person to person in a culture and retains the same style, but the content is different for each person. Images similar to this 

were widely prevalent on websites similar to Tumblr, Facebook, and other public forums on the Internet.  

 This argument can also be classified as having autobiographical qualities, because she lists specific facts about her life, her 

family, and her situation. However, she does not disclose her name, giving the argument an element of anonymity, but she does 

show her face, so she is not completely hiding her identity.  

 Lastly, this argument is also a form of a protest speech, due to the circumstances under which it was written: speaking out 

about a specific event. The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines protest as, “a solemn declaration of opinion and usually of dis-

sent” and “the act of objecting”. This argument is in clear protest of the actions of the government for bailing out the banks, spe-

cifically when she wrote: “NO ESCAPE..wheres my bail out?”. Which is a reference to the congressional bailouts for large banks 

which were in significant debt, which occurred around the time this argument was made: Fall of 2011.  

 The genre affects the argument because it is known that the argument is being made in opposition to something; the read-

er perceives it as protest; this sentiment is amplified also because of where the argument is- on a website which is overtly pro-

testing the government.  
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Elements of the Argument Why this Argument Works 

How does she seem trustworthy? 

 The woman pictured in this argument is also the creator of this argument; this is clear due to her use of first person in 

the text outlining her situation. She has presented herself in a way that is transparent and unrehearsed, because of how 

straightforward and direct she is in her argument. She does not add elements to her argument to try to tell the reader how to 

react; she simply presents her situation and allows the reader to interpret as they wish. Her appeal to ethos is also strengthened 

through the attitude that her facial expression projects. Her facial expression is not dramatic, or sad, like many other arguments 

which express the same situation; she has a wry look on her face, which makes her argument more compelling because the 

“I wish I could sit-in and occupy.. I’m too busy with doctors I can’t afford who want to push 

medications at me that don't work and cost a fortune.” 

Who are the authorities the argument is appealing to? 

 This argument is primarily appealing to two different authoritative figures; the first being whatever government disability 

services agency she has applied for, but has been denied. She indicates that she has been diagnosed with an “unknown” autoim-

mune disease which has prevented her from being able to work. Because she can’t work, it is implied that she has not been able 

to earn an income; typically, people in her situation are ale to utilize government programs that provide financial support. She 

has stated that she does not qualify for disability programs; therefore making an appeal to the authority that determines who is 

eligible for disability support. 

 Additionally, this argument appeals to the entities responsible for setting national economic policies. Towards the end of 

the argument, she refers to the bailouts approved by Congress for large banks; she then asks, rhetorically, “wheres my bail out?”, 

this question is directed to Congress and decision makers. Here, she is appealing to this authoritative figure and asking, based on 

her situation, where she can receive help from, as the large banks on Wall Street did when they were in financial trouble. 

Who is her audience? 

 The imagined audience for this argument includes the people who share her sentiment and are in support of the “We Are 

the 99 Percent” movement. She is targeting individuals who have also posted arguments to this Tumblr site in protest of the acts of 

Congress and Wall Street corporations. This argument is posted on a public website open for anyone in the world to view; there-

fore making anyone with access to the Internet the actual audience.  Anyone can visit this page; therefore making it possible for 

people who are in opposition of her argument to view this image as well.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Contrasting Image: 

 The image below depicts an argument that is weakened by the author’s facial expression. 

This image does not differ in any other significant way from the other argument, except for the faci-

al expression of the author. This one element completely alters the reader’s ability to form their 

own opinion about the argument being made. In this image, the author is overtly showing the read-

er how to feel, through the sad and despairing look on her face.  

 This author has weakened her credibility and thereby weakening her argument through her 

lack of transparency in the appeal to pathos. Her facial expression is distracting from the overall 

image; it is aggressively portraying the sadness that she feels about her situation, which pressures 

the reader into feeling sadness for her. The reader is less likely to feel genuine sadness, because the 

author has already told the reader that she intends for them to feel sad. The facial expression adds 

a dramatic effect which diminishes the overall argument, making it seem intentionally constructed 

to display sadness. The author’s facial expression detracts from the argument she is making 

through the written explanation of her situation, because the reader does not have the opportunity 

to react to just the facts.  

 

This statement about not being able to provide presents for her 

toddler-aged child is a direct appeal to both pathos and mythos. It 

references cultural values  that many American citizens share; it is 

important, as a parent, to be able to buy birthday and Christmas 

gifts for your children. Many people will  respond to the fact that 

she cannot afford to buy gifts for her child, because it is something 

that many people will be able to relate to. She is speaking to cul-

tural norms that are relatable and that transcend all levels of soci-

oeconomic status.  

This statement is also an appeal to pathos because it will evoke 

emotion from the reader in a variety of ways. The reader could 

relate to being a parent and not being able to afford gifts for their 

child, which is a sad feeling. The reader could also picture the au-

thor’s 2-year old child without any gifts on their birthday or on 

Christmas; most people will feel sympathy for the child, whose 

childhood is affected by their parents’ dire financial situation.  

This component of the argument titled: “P.S.”, is a significant part of what 

makes the whole argument so effective and different from similar arguments.  

Here, the author really demonstrates her sense of humor and that she doesn't 

take herself too seriously by commenting on her situation, using humor. She is 

making a joke about not being able to afford makeup, but it is done in a light-

hearted way, without being grave and dramatic,  which also gives the reader a 

glimpse of the author’s personality.  

This is an appeal to pathos, because she is indicating to the reader that she has 

a sense of humor and can make light of her situation, which puts the reader at 

ease. People naturally respond to other people who have a positive attitude; 

people are less inclined to respond to someone who has a negative attitude 

and pities themselves. 

Also, the use of an emoticon sad face is much more persuasive than if she were 

to frown herself. Again, the author is putting the reader at ease, and adding 

humor to her argument by including this.  

 

 

The shape of the author’s mouth is an essential element of this ar-

gument that makes it effectively persuasive. She is not frowning or 

looking sad at all; she appears to be smirking. Her smirk is part of 

what communicates her wry attitude to the reader. She does not 

look posed or like she is  forcing anything; she looks natural and re-

laxed; she looks comfortable. She is not trying to persuade the view-

er to agree with her or to support her argument by her facial ex-

pression, she is letting the facts of her argument speak for them-

selves without trying to express the same sentiment by looking sad 

or destitute.  

In comparison to the other arguments of the same genre, this one is 

unique because of the author’s facial expression.  

In addition to the shape of the author’s mouth, the way her eyebrows are raised 

also sends an important message to the reader or viewer. Her raised brow line 

communicates to the reader that she is not pitying herself, that she can still deal 

with her situation, and that she isn’t obligating the reader to feel sad for her.  

The fact that the author has shown her entire face in a bright light also communi-

cates transparency and honesty to the reader. She did not try to use lack of light or 

obstructing her face to add a dramatic element to her argument. She has strength-

ened her ethos by presenting her argument in an unconcealed fashion.  

This is another factor which makes her argument convincing, the reader is given 

the opportunity to form a natural response to this argument, without being 

prompted or influenced by facial expression or overt appeals to pathos.  

This image is a stark contrast to the way the author of the other argu-

ment chooses to depict herself. This author has a frown on her face; 

the reader can see the frown lines and creases which are a result of 

her frowning and looking sad. Her eyes are drooping and her brow 

bone is furrowed, which communicates a grave and serious message 

to the reader.  

The reader is being instructed to feel sadness and sorrow for the au-

thor, because she looks sad. The lighting in this picture is also very 

dark; the author’s hair blends in with the darkness in the background 

of the picture. The lack of light makes her eyes appear darker and 

more sullen, and emphasizes her frown lines. The image as a whole is 

communicating darkness and sadness; and makes the reader feel 

forced to share the same sentiment. Because the reader is forced to 

feel this way, due to the author’s overt appeal to pathos, the reader’s 

sadness is not genuine or original, because they were not given the 

opportunity to form their own organic emotional reaction. 
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