
“I’ll be two in February. My mom and Dad are still paying for the hospital 

bill (from) when I was born. If mom went back to work for minimum wage 

to help with the bills—she would have just enough to pay for daycare.” 

 

We have no help. When my husband and I can’t make ends meet, our children have a 

burden on them I never intended for them to have. I have $45.00 to go to the grocery 

store for four people. My husband has a “good” job, but—we still can’t get out from 

under our debts  and we still have nights where we don't quite get enough to eat. Why 

should a family in this country  have to worry about where their next meal is coming 

from? Why should I have to chose between going to the doctor and going to the store? 
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occupywallst.org 

 Claim 

The image makes a strong stance in support of the Occupy 

Wall Street movement through its use of pathos in using 

the 2-year-old girl as the imagined author of the image, 

which clearly explicates the difficulties her parents face as 

a result of the harsh economy that is controlled by only 

1% of the American population . However, the mother’s 

strategic use of  the little girl as the narrator of the ar-

gument manipulates the message the image conveys. 

 Ethos 

 

 Pathos 

Logos 

Logos 

The argument uses inartistic poofs (hard evidence) and a tes-

timony (narrative) in order to solidify the mother’s argument. 

They are presented in each sentence in the written testimony 

in describing hospital bills the parents are continuously pay-

ing for the little girl’s birth along with the mother’s inability 

to get hired for a minimum wage job in order to send the little 

girl to daycare. Despite all of the other financial hardships 

they may face, the priority of the argument is the little girl, 

rather that the parents’ financial gain for other reasons other 

than raising their children. The excerpt beneath the image 

further confirms this in the way the mother explicates the 

hardships of the family, particularly in regards to caring for 

the necessities of the family.  
Mother:  

Actual author 

The subject of the image is 

too young to truly under-

stand the family’s strug-

gles; the mother explicates 

them through the child   

 

Purpose 

 

The author used the image to grasp the importance of 

the 99 percent of the American population that are 

forced to make critical decisions because of the lack of 

income, healthcare, etc. that is controlled by 1% of the 

American population. The image hopes to use the nar-

rator and imagined author, the two-year-old girl, in or-

der to personalize the Occupy Wall Street movement 

and evoke an emotional response.  

“We are the 99%:”:  

audience—those aware of 

the Occupy Wall Street pro-

test 

“occupywallst.org”:  

 Imagined author: Although the little girl who is serving as the  speaker in the argument lacks au-

thority to speak on the issue of her family’s financial burdens, the mother also uses her daughter as 

the imagined author of the argument in order to evoke an emotional response from her imagined au-

dience that will hopefully lead to the audience accepting the claim.  
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The mother’s use of her young daughter was 

strategic in the way it manipulated the emo-

tions that were evoked from readers. There is 

no type of insinuation that the message that is 

held in the image portrays the thoughts and be-

liefs of the child in regards to her financial sta-

tus and the Occupy Wall Street movement.  

Ethos  

The person making the argument is the mother of the little girl. In having 

the image of the little girl, the ethos in the argument is strengthened. If the 

mother had simply written down the harsh facts of their lives and held it in 

front of themselves, the message would not have been as strong. Seeing the 

little girl, almost two years after she was born and her parents still dealing 

with the financial aspect of her birth, evokes a sense of frustration and per-

sonalizes the issue, particularly for parents. The creator seem trustworthy 

in the way they are stating straight facts about their current financial situa-

tion, which speaks to their honesty, rather than begging for finances that 

would improve their situation. 

 Narrator  

The mother of the two-year-

old child is the narrator of 

the image . This is made 

clear in the short excerpt fol-

lowing the script of the 

handwritten letter that is 

 

Pathos  

The image strongly appeals to pathos in using a toddler, which is one of the 

most vulnerable citizens within the American population. The innocence of 

the child—clearly depicted in the photograph—describing such a corrupt 

system strengthens the argument.  Although the argument slightly appeals to 

ethos as well in the way the little girl does not have selfish motives in sup-

porting the Occupy Wall Street movement, as well as appealing to logos by 

drawing the connection that if the mother was able to simply obtain a mini-

mum wage job, not even a full-time salaried position, that the child would be 

able to go to daycare and be able to learn and interact with other children her 

age, the pathos dynamic serves as the strongpoint in the picture in making 

her argument for the Occupy Wall Street movement.  

2-year-old girl:  

Imagined author 

Being that the little girl is too 

young to explicate the issues of 

her families financial circum-

stances, the mother uses the lit-

tle girl as the imagined author  


