
  
 

 
  

The 99 Perc
ent moveme

nt has been
 characteri

zed by its 
critics as b

eing “un-Am
erican” 

and lazy, y
et a close 

look at this
 Tumblr ph

oto shows t
hat it’s the

 social prog
rams 

that are fa
iling the pe

ople, not th
eir persona

l drive.  Yo
ung adults 

in particula
r are 

being left t
o fend for 

themselves 
in an econo

mic climate
 where eve

n more libe
ral 

corporations
 like Whole

 Foods and 
Peet’s Coffe

e & Tea ar
e contributi

ng to the e
conomic 

and social 
decline that

 the Occupy
 Wall Stree

t movement
 gives voice

 to.  

 

	  

The purpose of the author’s argument is to persuade and to 
inform. This picture illuminates the desperate situation that the 

author finds herself in as a result of unemployment caused by a medical 
issue.  This situation is not uncommon among those involved with the Occupy 
Wall Street movement, but by putting a face and a story to the issue, the 
author hopes to bring much needed awareness to the declining socioeconomic 
condition we’re currently facing.  However, notice outside facts, the author 
doesn’t appeal to or rely on any outside authorities.  As a result of only 
showing one side of the story and ignoring the issues her former employers’ 
faced, they’re painted as the unsympathetic villains—thus, the deck is staked. 

	  
	  

The 53%: The conservative response to the 99 Percent Movement is 
encapsulated in Erik Erikson’s “We are the 53 percent” Tumblr page.  
This faux-movement not only implies that 99 percenters are part of the 
46% of Americans who don’t pay income tax, but—as this image post 
shows—devalues their problems as those of whiners looking to blame big 
business. 

	  

	  

      ETHOS: Notice how worn down (see the bags under her eyes) and unkempt the 
author looks.  This use of ethos establishes credibility with the audience as an 
authority on the desperate homeless situation that she describes.  In discussing her 
rapid decent into homelessness, the author utilizes both ethos and logos.   
 
LOGOS: Though there are no statistics given, the testimony provided by the Tumblr 
photo provides details that support the author’s claim. 
 
PATHOS: By portraying herself in this disheveled manor the author is also an appeal 
to pathos by evoking a sense of sympathy.  In fact, her whole argument evokes a 
sense of sympathy that draws the reader in as she describes her struggle to get back 
to stable ground after being fired as a result of medical care.   

	  
	  

	  

	  

By displaying this message using visual media 
and posting it online, the author is able to speak 

not only to the supporters of the Occupy Wall Street 
Movement, but to those in government (on every level) 
and the global community as a whole.  Furthermore, use 
of capital letters and selective underlining conveys a 
sense of anger, passion, and urgency. 
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BIG BUSINESS While Occupy Wall Street and the 
“We Are The 99 %” movement specifically targeted big 
banks and multinational corporations, this Tumblr photo 
instead references two companies (Whole Foods and 
Peet’s Coffee & Tea) know for being socially liberal and 
economically smaller than multinational companies like 
Fannie Mae and JP Morgan.  In fact, both Whole Foods 
and Peet’s Coffee pride themselves on their treatment of 
employees.  This suggests that the burden of the 
declining economy cannot be placed solely on the 
shoulders of big multinational corporations. 

PROGRAMS: Homeless service programs focus most 
of their energy and resources on two major 
groups—dependent children and the elderly, leaving 
this new underreported demographic of young 
adults with little support.  Though the Obama 
Administration has made a few strides in localized 
areas, the policies in place have yet to 
adequately address this issue.  The few 
organizations that do target young adults, like 
Roots and YouthCare in Seattle, are small and 
target a specific local demographic.  Between 
them they only provide 65 beds. 
	  

DOWNWARD SPIRAL: If nothing else, this Tumblr photo 
clearly demonstrates how easy it is to fall into an economic 
free fall.  Within a span of two months, the author went 
from being employed at a national corporation to living on 
the street, depending on petty theft to stay fed.  In fact, 
the National Coalition for the Homeless estimates that 44% of 
homeless individuals with jobs can’t escape their situation.  
For those who, like the author, are unemployed and have a 
medical condition (which can be inferred for her surgery), 
it’s almost impossible.  The fact that she was fired from her 
second job for being homeless shows how self-perpetuating 
this problem can be. 

INCREASED DEMOGRAPHIC: Labeled by the New York Times, as “the new face of a national 
homeless population”, young adults (ages 18-24) have the highest rates of unemployment among adults and 

their numbers have drastically increased since the recession.  Without the support of social programs like 
unemployment and food stamps, millions of Americans just like this author are struggling to stay afloat due 
to the economic restraints of the recession.  However, the author’s inability to receive the help she so 
clearly needs shows that these programs need reform.	  
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