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“Family Hierarchy in 

Adult Cartoons” “The Cleveland Show” “Family Guy” 

The Head of Household 

is not always the bread 

winner, but the spouse 

that makes all of the 

major decisions affect-

ing the family. 

The supporting spouse 

goes along with what-

ever the other wants to 

do, no matter how stu-

pid it might be. Keeps 

balance at home. 

The eldest son is the fa-

vorite child because they 

have a better relationship 

with the father. They are 

also overweight and awk-

ward around females. 

The youngest child gets 

the most attention from 

the mother because of 

need. He is wittier than 

all other family mem-

bers, yet understated 

because of age.  

The eldest daughter is the 

least favorite child, and is 

therefore at the bottom of 

the family hierarchy. She is 

often forgotten because of 

the needs of her younger 

brothers, and  hated because 

of her “teenage  drama”. 

By: Malcolm D. Hunter 

Every Sunday night on FOX, millions of viewers watch new episodes of both “Family Guy” and “The Cleveland Show”. These sitcoms are rated TV14 and 

often deemed as “Adult Cartoons” for their vulgar language, sexual references, and racial slurs.  Despite  these claims, the two have one central theme, 

the American Family. “Family Guy”  has two unemployed parents. The father, Peter, has a drinking problem, while Lois, the wife, is a homemaker.“The 

Cleveland Show”, however, is a combination of two families joined together by marriage. Wife Donna Brown is an educated mother of two who marries 

Cleveland, father of one son and a deli owner. The sitcoms show us a hierarchy of American family life through their use of animated comedy. The hierar-

chy portrayed teaches us about the roles each family member plays to contribute to their household. 


