
English 193 
About Essays 
 
Drafting and Revising 
 
Everyone’s writing evolves through revision. A common misconception is that the more skilled 
you become at writing, the less you’ll have to revise. In fact, more often it’s the opposite. As 
Robert Wallace says, “Writers don’t write. They rewrite.” 
 
A revision doesn’t necessarily get “better.” But it does go somewhere different, opening up new 
horizons of thought. Each new draft you write must be a substantive revision. That is, it must 
include substantial changes in either form or thinking (or both). 
 
The course of your revisions will usually go like this: 

• Exploratory draft(s): Should be a mess. Scattered ideas, brainstorms, lists, diagrams. 
May be visual as well as verbal. Probably lacks a thesis, or may have several possible 
theses. 

• Midprocess draft(s): Now your ideas take shape around a single, well-supported main 
point. You’ll get feedback from peers on at least one midprocess draft. You should also 
seek out other readers: me, a Writing Center tutor, friends, etc. 

• Copy-editing draft(s): All substantive revision has been completed and you’re ready to 
direct your attention to issues such as punctuation, grammar and spelling. Feedback at 
this stage, to work only on copy-editing, is recommended. 

• Final draft: All substantive revisions have been made and copy-editing is completed. 
 
Turning in Process Work 
 
Each essay should be kept in a folder that contains all process work for that essay, including: 

• All drafts, formatted as specified below. 
• All written feedback—from peers, from me, and from any other readers. 
• All developmental exercises completed in-class or as take-home work. 
• A process letter that reflects on the process of writing the essay and specifies what 

feedback from me will be most helpful.  
 
Essay Formatting 
 

• Label the draft as “exploratory,” “midprocess,” “copy-editing” or “final.” If you have 
multiple drafts for any stage of the process, label them consecutively: “Midprocess 1,” 
“Midprocess 2,” etc. 

• Include a pertinent and original title, your name, and the date. 
• Double-space. 
• Number pages. 
• Staple each individual draft. 
• Keep the font reasonable. Use Times New Roman, 12-point, or something similar. 
• Handwriting is fine for exploratory drafts. Please type all other drafts.  
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Essay #1: Reflection and the Interface 
 
In Alone Together, Sherry Turkle describes the world of online connectivity for “adolescents” 
(which for our purposes will include college students) and asks this: 
 

When is downtime, when is stillness? The text-driven world of rapid response does not 
make self-reflection impossible but does little to cultivate it. When interchanges are 
reformatted for the small screen and reduced to the emotional shorthand of emoticons, 
there are necessary simplifications. (172) 

 
Your thesis must be formed from this question: How would you respond to this statement by 
Turkle? 
 
We will work together in class to build your theses. Assume that your thesis will need 
substantive revisions and re-thinking, just as your essay itself will. Assume also that a clear, 
complex thesis must go beyond simply “I agree” or “I disagree.” 
 
Your essay must do the following: 
 

• Construct an operational definition of “self-reflection” and discuss its importance in 
relation to life pursuits including learning, personal development, and social interactions. 
(A note: As a first-year student, you are asked often to “reflect” in writing. What does 
this actually mean? Define it according to your own beliefs and for the purposes of this 
essay.) 

• Draw upon “The Politics of the Interface” (Selfe & Selfe) to clarify your stance on the 
ways that computer interfaces shape you culturally and personally. You must use at least 
two substantive (not pasted-in) references to Selfe & Selfe. 

• Draw upon Alone Together (Turkle) to clarify your stance on the ways that mobile 
technologies and social networking shape you culturally and personally. You must use at 
least two substantive (not pasted-in) references to Turkle. 

• Draw upon your own experience and notes in the exercise “Four Hours Off” to clarify 
and add concrete evidence to your stance on the question of self-reflection. 

 
Note that this ⇑  is not an outline of your essay; the order of your ideas must arise from the 
specific thesis that you construct. This list is, rather, a list of requirements that may appear 
at any point in your essay. 
 
Audience: Members of our English 193 class, including me. Minimum 1,250 words. 
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Essay #2: Service, “Slacktivism” and Social Justice 
 
This essay asks you to investigate what it means to be a global citizen in a networked world. 
According to Nielsen Media Research, the number of unique users of Twitter climbed 45% 
between 2009 and 2010. The number of Facebook users increased even more dramatically—
about 69% (“Facebook and Twitter”). During the hours each day we spend on these and other 
social-networking sites, we chat with friends, post updates about our “status,” upload pictures 
and other visual media—and we also engage in community service. 
 
Community service? Really? Well, that depends on who’s defining the terms, but it’s undeniable 
that a huge amount of aid and activism now occurs online, via the click, the tweet, or the text 
message. For example, the “Text Haiti” campaign, sponsored by the Red Cross, raised over $32 
million in just a few months for disaster relief. Although many applaud this effort, others wonder 
what it means that global citizens can now “be activists” with the click of a few keys. Evgeny 
Morozov asks in Foreign Policy, “Why bother with sit-ins … if one can be as loud campaigning 
in the virtual space?” and later asserts that perhaps “the much-touted tools of digital liberation 
are only driving us further away from the goal of democratization and building global civil 
society.” 
 
This is far from a two-sided issue; it is so complex, there are many arguments to be made, and 
most of the arguments are specific to the rhetorical context of particular campaigns.  
 
For this essay, I am asking you to make a specific argument about slacktivism (or, in the more 
neutral term, online activism) as it pertains to a specific campaign. What are the key issues to 
consider regarding this campaign? What is the history of the campaign? Who are its sponsors, 
and who is ultimately benefited by all those clicks / tweets / text messages / digital “signatures” 
on petitions? What action would you urge your best friend to take—not regarding online 
activism in general, but regarding this campaign in particular? 
 
Among the efforts you may research are: The Hunger Site (or any of its affiliates, such as The 
Literacy Site); Free Rice; Buy Nothing Day; Earth Hour; Change.org (“Tell President Obama: 
Stop Offshore Drilling and Demand a Clean Energy Future”); or the “Breast Cancer Awareness” 
fan page on Facebook. If you wish to select a campaign/effort of your own, you must check with 
me before beginning your research. 
 
Your essay must correctly cite at least three of the four sources we read together for this unit.  It 
must also correctly cite the actual website you are analyzing.  Additional sources may be 
included, but are not mandatory. 
 
Audience: Members of our English 193 class, as well as scholars and everyday readers interested 
in community service and social networking. Minimum 1,250 words. 
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Essay #3: The Poetics of Experience 
 
Like Essays 1 and 2, this essay asks you to develop your own stance (thesis) and to support it 
with concrete evidence. In this case, however, much of your evidence will be drawn from 
independent research into scholarly sources. 
 
We’ll begin by reading two articles that appeared recently in the online periodical Poetry 
Foundation. Authored by Abe Louise Young and Raymond McDaniel, these pieces describe two 
different perspectives on a single incident. The incident was this: In 2005 and the years 
following, Young and a team of researchers collected oral narratives from survivors of Hurricane 
Katrina, later publishing the narratives on the website “Alive in Truth.” McDaniel, finding the 
Alive in Truth website, lifted some of the text from the narratives and re-mixed it, with 
attribution, to form a poem titled “Convention Centers of the New World,” which was published 
in his 2008 book of poetry Saltwater Empire (Coffee House Press).  
 
This story is full of questions that pertain to network literacy—especially ethical questions. How 
much “borrowing” is too much, when using another person’s words in your own work? Does it 
matter that McDaniel’s work is poetry, not journalism or academic research? Does it matter who 
McDaniel is, and where he comes from; does it matter that the words he took were originally 
voiced by survivors of a trauma? Who owns certain kinds of text; what does it mean to “respond 
to” and “share” online texts; and what should be done about the situation now? For your essay, 
you may choose one of these questions, or several. Since this is a very large topic, with many 
complicated implications, make sure that you narrow your thesis appropriately so that you can 
address it fully in a single essay. You will be able to draw many ideas for your thesis from the 
comments on Young’s and McDaniel’s articles, as well as ideas for scholarly sources you might 
research. 
 
Your essay must cite a minimum of five sources. You are welcome to cite more if you wish. 
However, the minimum five sources must include: 

• Young’s and McDaniel’s articles from Poetry Foundation. 
• At least two different scholarly articles that you locate yourself. “Scholarly” means read 

(and usually peer-reviewed) by scholars in that field. You can locate these sources by 
searching the Woodruff Library’s databases, and consulting with the library’s (friendly 
and talented! J) reference librarians. 

• At least one Web site pertaining to copyright and/or fair use. You must assess this 
website to ensure that it is reliable. Note that if you cannot complete all (or almost all) the 
information required for MLA documentation of a Web site, it’s unlikely to be assessed 
as reliable by academic readers. Locate this source using references in scholarly sources, 
or a search engine such as Google. 

 
Audience: Imagine yourself writing an essay that both Young and McDaniel will read (as well as 
all members of our English 193 class). As a class, we may choose to share our essays with 
Young and McDaniel; this is an issue we will discuss further as you work on your essays. 
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