
English 287 
Project 1: “Analyzing Arguments by the 99 Percent” 
 
Project summary 
 

For your first major project, you will compose a rhetorical analysis of one of the texts 
posted on the Tumblr “We Are the 99 Percent” 
((http://wearethe99percent.tumblr.com/archive). Your analysis should attend to the 
elements of argument we’ve learned so far, and should follow the guidelines for 
rhetorical analysis described in chapter 6 of Everything’s an Argument. 

 
Imagined audience 
 

Members of our English 287 class, including Dr. Price, and other scholars interested in 
the rhetorics of public discourse (i.e., the ways that language and images influence events 
in the world). 

 
Objectives 
 

Course objectives that this project helps fulfill: #1, #2, #5, #6. 
 
Assessment 
 

See syllabus (page 6) for the scoring guide for this and your other major projects. 
 
Timeline of activities 
 

1) Select one of the visual/verbal images posted on “We Are the 99 Percent.” Make your 
selection carefully, because you will need not only to analyze this argument, but to 
make an argument about it. There are thousands of images on this Tumblr to choose 
from.  For help making your selection, refer to “Finding a Topic” on page 114 of our 
textbook.  You need to choose something substantive—something you can really 
make a complex argument about. 
 

2) For the image you’ve selected, answer all of the questions in the section “Composing 
a Rhetorical Analysis” (pages 92-93).  You should write at least a short paragraph for 
each question.  Some questions, such as “What facts, reasoning, and evidence are 
used in the argument?” will require a longer response. 

 
Steps 1 and 2 are due at the beginning of class on Tuesday, February 5th. 
 
3) Formulate a claim (thesis) that will be the guiding argument of your analysis.  For 

more help coming up with your claim (thesis), refer to “Formulating a Claim” and 
“Examples of Possible Claims” (pages 114-115). 

 
Step 3 is due at the beginning of class on Thursday, February 7th.  On that day, we 
will examine claims and get some practice using Publisher. If you plan to use a 
different program, bring a computer with the appropriate software. 
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4) Using a design/layout program such as Publisher or InDesign, create a visual/verbal 

text that presents your claim about the Tumblr text you selected, and supports that 
claim with detailed analysis and evidence.   

 
a) Plan to create a poster-sized project, so you don’t have to make the text too small. 

 
b) Your text must include the original Tumblr image you selected, as well as your 

major claim and all your analysis / evidence in text boxes. The total word count 
for your claim, analysis and evidence must be at least 750 words. It’s fine if you 
end up with more than 750 words—that’s just the minimum. 
 

c) The way you arrange these elements in relation to each other will be a part of your 
argument. Think about how you want your audience to receive your message. 
What should they look at first? And second? And so on? How will you call their 
attention to specific elements of argument that appear in the Tumblr image 
(rhetorical appeals, kinds of argument, purposes of argument, imagined or 
invoked audiences, contexts, and so on)? What sort of experience do you want 
them to have as they make their way through your argument? 

 
d) All outside sources, including the Tumblr image and our textbook, must be cited 

using MLA or APA style. 
 

 
Step 4 is due for peer response at the beginning of class on Thursday, February 14th.  
After peer response, the final draft of your composition is due at the beginning of 
class on Thursday, February 21st.  Final drafts will be turned in digitally, via 
Moodle.  When you turn in your final draft, you must also turn in all your process 
work (exercises, drafts, notes, and peer responses) in hard-copy form in a folder. 

 


